
• !AT IF Tab lORD !lli.\llY om co ~ 05 ~; : l~ 0
, 

r re i~ a b • of ~hurch b~ r aroun~ recently ~hat ha5 

cwinal rushing in tv the Pope . "Your holines:;" he 88yS , 

I tmve some good news an.....0 e b&:.i. newsil • "~ive me tile coed 

news firs!.". The cardinal :J: II I have just. received rc 

that Christ l),as retUMed +0 ~t." . " Tar.t ' s is nd rfu."U 

says the Pope , " ~10 I wnat f tne b d n - ." 
I.-ejecteuly say~ : "Th ... .il cam from Salt LaKe ~ ... t,t' 

£ h1.T'J.d that ¥,,'himsiclU hi ... i a profounu. questlorq " ijhat 

if Cl-'.rist hOulc. ce1..u.rn tOd.ay'?" .,.ould U.at ba goOC1 lew for 

th BnFti~:' I or the 'In..i.ted Methoc£ist ... , or the Hormont , or t. 

chinese , h iar.5j _or Lae wr~~e. , the bI eks )1.J..... 11. 

be gooa new for the r~ch or the poor , the ~ or to 

iiml-'le . 

If Chri t should return todaay who ... uld e rejoicing . 

hn ~ ....vious er, 8:; .. hink •••but not 80 bl v_OUS 5 ...t 

seems . The et~ple of israel in the ti e of A~s ere loo~ 

f()n;.ll'd tv t e dB,)' of the Lord . But A;~8 arns th It " hoe to 

you wilt. (._ ire the dday pf · he rd" That <i!!,1 

It is as if 8 an e..c pet.. from a 11or. , onlj" to eet i ar , 

8:ly A, s . "T e c.ay ,r the Lord is darlCle t 11". t '! he 

V"......""ru . And l)U and I w:'.ll be in for e 8m i-rise.. . 

hat if Cl'ri returned todsy? For whom WOl.l 

n ? 

The-e i an la ~tory ~ut man 0 C e t the gate of 



~ 

of heaven ans asked admission. The gatekeeper asked his nameQ9 

and then asked: Hhat have you do to deserve admission" The man 

thought for a moment : He said: t"r'lell , I went to church at 

Christnas and Easter"l . Said the eatekeeper: " We don ' t keep 

church records up here". "Well" said the man , I gave some of my 

monsy for rekigioll5 purpose". But said the gatekeeper : " we 

do not keep financial records her&'. Rather dispairingly the 

man then said: "Well , I took goodcare of my familY" . But the 

gatekkeper said: II That doesn ' t matter much here , there are 

sinners in hell who did the same thing'. 

So the poor man gave up , he realized he hadn ' t done much for 

God and others . He was about to turn away when the gatekeeper 

called Qut to him: Just a minute . Aren ' t you the guy that used 

to feed the sparro~s in that little city par~' . The 'Ilan said 

" yes , but what t s that got to do vd.th it" . "Come in" said the 

keeper , " come in, the Lord of the sparrolt.'S is waiting to thank 

youll • 

When Jesus illustrated the content of right living, it was 

a cup of cold ~ater given in his name or help ~ffered to a man 

lying beaten in a ditch. It was feeding the hungry, clothinG the 

naked, visiting the sick. Humble deeds of compassion matt er far 

more in his kingdom than bank accounts and polished personalitie~ 

How often we miss that critical fact even in the life of the 

Church. \,'hat makes a great Church . Is it the size of its mem­

bers' • • W he,...~.f,Is kit, /J,"j, ;-'" ,"1».." fey !. ,!", 



do with greatness ~n thd eyes of our Lord . A creat church 

(3)is one in "'hieh people 

1. care - bbout one another and the world for which Christ 

died . 

Hazen erner teils of beine in the home of 8 woman "..hose 

husband had ju_...... died , she t Ild of his long mghts of suffer'­

ing anu how she cared for III I not having mC' ley to employ a 

nurse~~ wondered how she could keep goine' , and she told hL: 

that the nighbors 18d kept. their lilhts burning thru the last 

fc~ niGhts r Jhe aiC : "I Knew that they were thinking of u: r 

feeling for ~. T can ' t. tell ~ou ho , u....t I got trength from 

1.. . It k:"~pt ... goi~' 

The fact th !. s bud! canf, ~ intcresteu., ~hat som~­

body el1eves in US is rten 3ur ~ r ~p.st su.~ rt . 

That is ~ila+ +he bol.,? of CJ"or"Lst i about . That I what 

kes a church great . 

~ave yo~ noticed the mieratory birds , l~t·culdrly the 

geese , flyl.ng in V fon-;atiOl.? ~ver "'-lOOer1o'w they reach 

+h~ir ~e ination ~~thout f~? It 's like th __~ trere is 

not ~1~ lead bird. The birds can fly 8 far and 80 l~ng bc ­

c U!3e each one helps the flock by t lkine hi t.un a LeaCGT. 

Scie.'V 5+.5 nave e4 en:!neo. tnat each ire Clefr ng it wn 

.... ing ~reate5 an 1.!pdrJli"t ar:..... 8J1d upidz!:J .....1't for the one behind 

"l.1J:-. This D v s t'te t'....oc% 7... re fl~ ne rnnee than 11 elich 

h"J fit .... 1.. " &.J,,,(,,, " , f..f,J b"',",e h f",1 c •• /,.] 



",7--:f:-o-r~~an-e-xt-'---e-n-;dc--:---- --::r:-:r:-an-,:-ndi~d per-:i-O-:d-O-f::-:f::li-:·-g:-ht:-. ' ·-VJ.-:·-:d-l!-aJ:-b-:i-r-:,?-<?-­

falls back, and thinks that he is not going to be mis6e~e 

inmediately feels the heavier load of flying alone ••• and 

sppeds up to eet back into formation . Bird fanciers seem to 

feel that those ~no fall behind are encouraged by theehatter 

of thier peers . 

;';e need not belabor the ap~cation for the church and it: 

membership. ~':e can ' t stay out in front very long••• even tho 

the majority of our mehers seem to think that that ss what 

some can do . Together , if you all are willing to rotate 

leadership, v~ can help one another and ~~ can extend the 

scope and range of our spiritual venture . 

what idl the Lord should come today. It would be good. news 

to those who have learned to share , to care , to love and to 

look beyond themselves . 

2. It would also be good news to those \d.th whom life has 

tlealt uni'airly. 'Blessed are those who mourn" said Jesus. 

~;hat strange and diffuclt wrds these are . fltournine; can be 

the kep toemotfuonal and spiritual maturity. 

A number of years ago the personnel director of a large 

department store called an employee into the office . She was 

a woman greatly loved and respected ; and a lifter of morale 

of other v~rkers . The person811 director wanted to know how 

she did it . She told her story briefly. 

"!v(~~ I '.i~$ 2 ~,..,J" d' ......." r; I Ik'( ,{I.ts~~d (.t..2~ /<.I/{d.. 




in 3 huntin.t: accident . 1/ months later I ",:a.s crossi..J;& e 

CY 
~treet with ~ father and other and th~y ~~re t~th struck down 

and killed by an sutomobl1e . I bla: d .yself f.,r not tt.otchi.'lg 

th ~re closely. I was in 8 sbnitoriur for mantas trying to 

fight my W"dJ back to tea...ity . One evening , in dear-a;:.r , a 

ptied a bott~e of sleeping pi lls inthe palm of my hand. I had 

taken them froo a nurses cart . 

n ,\ voice spoke to 'lie , but when I looked around I was 

alone . The voice ke;,.·t rl.!;>eating ' people need you. People 

need. you" . "lo one needed IDe , I had no children , no brothel 

or sisters , no husband , no parents . ~hen I realizea that 

it;. was the voice of God speaking to 0 , i know it eour 

crazy , but my hand op....'el.,. and the pill.... rollca out on r:ry 

bed . A great pe8C~ c~ elver me , and I slept and slept . 

God spoke to me in thedays that followe:t. If I were to 

live gain I ust lose 1y Li~e for the sake~ of thers . I 

had. to take up rrry dross and follow h..i.rn" . 

Do you supi'Ose that laay ~ d .. pr;pan.>d for the coming 

of the Lord'l fany of us lead deli-c ntee.. lives and 

self- satisfied l1ves because they have not be rpfined by 

the fires "f oUITdne and pain and ~eartbreak : "31essed 

arethey that '"lOurn for they shall be conforted . 

A young girl t:85 orphaned at 12, along with f ur 

youncer brethers and sister... . She did not know here to 

• ur", , no other r lative~ around. 50 she w t to work 

doing all kinds of hard and toilsone labor , mostlJ 



,,.. 

floor- . For year sh 1 tored and t.ruee1ed en :.oak "are 

of .1 r b:ot er rl iter • n .e~'" 8ch~ about 3C t 

she lo,ke ilio t J for t' hardwor - ana lOlJ.g hour~ ave 

tilt a vere toll . Her shoulder br huncheci , h r tlair 

trino", her h ad.s krl.lc:l-~ anc. call")use _ und. carckea. . 

It wa ;..hend that he was ncount<;;r by.l!I1 unfeelin.e 

rell,;.; 'US alot : II l' )u been av .?" " n ' • iOll 


ut I think S) began ion "fbade.r1ng t:r
" • 

h. 	frantic , ;:nd at last she aid t, t beaten t.'OC: . •••• 

aht .ill lOu iG when tne Lore.. c In 111" • ears" 	 " • 

th an mer ly eai : " I ' .r.....I. ehow h.'" :r hand , 8Il!l 

ill urely '7 '"'pint" . 

t 1t t~e Lor.... e:!loul c e lo<1a;'1 "'he po rful 

+h pMU,- may not. reAlly" 10 k "'on.ari to .l1at Q_.I . Eut 

the hlii bl fol': , the t. c able , the g:.;.ving fc-k , 

folk • • t.ho;.. - 0 have lit a 1 c 1 iu th ........ rlj of 

great ;.I.a.rlme s • • • • ne. will fi :l 8 JQY i the Lord t.h ... 

t.hey ever knew be forc . 


